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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . This Office Action is in response to Amendment filed on date: 04/23/2007. 
Claims 33-36, 41-49, 54-57 and 59-71 are still pending. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments, see REMARKS, have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

a) Applicant argued that Anderson fails to describe "a buffered image storage 
module to temporarily store the digital images during uploading prior to determining the 
pre-provisioned user account associated with the unique device ID, and prior to 
associating the digital images with a particular cellular phone device"... Furthermore, 
even if Anderson were to temporarily store images during uploading, there is no 
indication that the Gateway Server of Anderson would provide the temporary storage". 
The examiner respectfully disagrees with the applicant's argument. Anderson discloses 
that "The gateway server 18, which communicates with the cameras 14 during image 
uploading" (see col. 4, lines 24-46). Since Gateway server, 18, is the first element in 
connection with the memory of the camera, 82a, through the internet all digital images 
that are uploaded must be temporarily saved in the gateway server, 18, till full upload is 
completed before they are transferred to the database, 20, of the photo-sharing service. 
Furthermore, Anderson also discloses that "The process assumes that a user has just 
acquired a digital camera 14 customized as described above, and has just taken the 
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camera 14 out of its box in step 100. After taking pictures with the camera in step 102, 
the user may review the images in the camera's LCD screen and optionally select a set 
of images to upload to the photo sharing service 16 in step 104. The user then presses 
a "send" button on the camera in step 106 to upload the images" (see col. 9, lines 60- 
67). Apparently, the uploading and temporary storing process is happened prior the 
account information is received and validated and prior to associating the digital images 
with a particular cellular phone device. Thus, Anderson discloses the claimed limitations 
of "a buffer image storage module to temporarily store the digital images during 
uploading prior to determining the pre-provisioned user account associated with the 
unique device ID, and prior to associating the digital images with a particular cellular 
phone device". 

b) Applicants argued that "even if Anderson were to store images in the Gateway 
Server during the image upload process, Anderson would still fail to describe, "a 
buffered image storage module to temporarily store the digital images during uploading 
... prior to associating the digital images with a particular cellular phone device"". The 
examiner respectfully disagrees. Since, Anderson discloses that "the camera is 
provided with default Internet service provider (ISP) information during manufacturing, 
including an ISP access number, and user ID and password (if required). The camera 
establishes connection with the default ISP in step 1 18 by dialing the preloaded access 
number, and by sending the preloaded user ID and password to the ISP" (col. 10, lines 
15-28, for more details see cols. 10-12). Thus, Anderson teaches "a module allowing a 
user to specify a user name and password for the user account that has been 
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automatically established, when online access to the data is predicated upon user input 
of the user specified user name and password". 

The examiner relies upon reference, as a whole, to anticipate the instant claim, 
but reference's specific citations to pinpoint pertinent passages to aid in the 
understandings of the reference as applied to the particular claimed elements. 

c) Applicant argued that "Yeh also fails to describe or suggest that "upon a first 
user request for data from the website, receiving the entry of a user defined login and 
password for providing access to data on the Website, and associating the user defined 
login and password with the user account". The examiner respectfully disagrees with 
the applicant's argument. Figure 4 of Yeh clearly shows a step (122), which allow the 
subscribe log on the website. The step (122) specifically requires a first user request to 
enter username and password. Since, Yeh teaches the claimed limitation of "upon a first 
user request for data from the website, receiving the entry of a user defined login and 
password for providing access to data on the Website, and associating the user defined 
login and password with the user account", it is believed that Anderson and Yeh 
disclose all the limitations of the independent claim 63 from which claims 64-71 depend. 
Thus, the combination of Anderson and Yeh can be used to establish prima facie 
obviousness for claims 64-71 because the references teach or suggest all claim 
limitations as required. See MPEP § 2143.03. Therefore, prima facie obviousness under 
35 U.S.C. § 103 has been established. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application fifed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 33-36, 41-49, 54-57 and 59-62 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Anderson (US-6,636,259; previously cited). 

Regarding claim 33, Anderson discloses a system (fig. 1 and description) 
facilitating uploading of digital images from a digital camera (fig. 1, "digital camera 14"), 
the system comprising: 

a digital camera ("digital camera 14", col. 3 lines 27-30) for capturing digital 
images (col. 3, lines 40-49); 

a Web site (fig. 1 , website 22) for hosting said digital images captured by the 
digital camera (col. 3, lines 32-49); 

a transport mechanism (described as "the camera 14 could be provided with 
built-in cellphone-like wireless communication... for Internet connectivity", see col. 4, 
lines 52-56) for uploading the digital images from the digital camera to a user account 
(fig. 1 , user account 40) at the Web site (described as "when the cameras 14 connect to 
the Internet, the cameras 14 automatically upload their images to the photo-sharing 
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website of the corresponding entity", see col. 3, lines 32-49), said user account being 
pre-provisioned for the digital camera (col. 3, line 50-col. 4, line 30); 

a module (OS 70, see fig. 3 and its description) for automatically associating the 
digital images uploaded to the Web site with the pre-provisioned user account (col. 3, 
lines 40-49) and thereafter providing on-line access to the digital images (col. 4, lines 
31-45), without requiring a user to manually set up the user account ("automatically"; 
col. 4, lines 25-30; for more details see fig. 1 , and its description) and; 

a provisioning information module ("the camera with software", col. 4, lines 9-30, 
also see fig. 3 and its description) that generates a unique device ID ("create entity- 
specific cameras 14", col. 3, lines 40-49) that is used by an accounting management 
module (OS 70, see fig. 3 and its description) for associating the digital images with a 
particular cellular phone device (described as "the camera 14 could be provided with 
built-in cellphone-like wireless communication... for Internet connectivity", see col. 4, 
lines 52-56) used by the digital camera to upload digital images (described as "when the 
cameras 14 connect to the Internet, the cameras 14 automatically upload their images 
to the photo-sharing website of the corresponding entity", see col. 3, lines 32-49). 

a buffer image storage module to temporarily store the digital images during 
uploading prior to determining the pre-provisioned user account associated with the 
unique device ID; and prior to associating the digital images with a particular cellular 
phone device (col. 4, lines 24-45; col. 9, lines 60-67; col. 11, lines 20-67, for more 
details see cols. 11-12). 
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Regarding claim 34, Anderson discloses the system of claim 33, wherein said 
digital camera employs a cellular phone for wirelessly uploading the digital images (col. 
4, lines 52-56 and col. 3, lines 40-45). 

Regarding claim 35, Anderson discloses the system of claim 34, wherein said 
digital camera and said cellular phone are selectively coupled to one another (col. 4, 
lines 47-56). 

Regarding claim 36, Anderson discloses the system of claim 33, wherein a 
unique device ID associated with the digital camera is used for associating the digital 
images with the user account ("entity IDs 28 from each camera 14 and matches. ..the 
identified user 1 ', col. 4, lines 10-30; also see abstract and for more details see figs. 2-4 
and their descriptions). 

Regarding claim 41, Anderson discloses the system of claim 33, wherein said 
Web site receives digital images as they are uploaded (col. 3, lines 32-49). 

Regarding claim 42, Anderson discloses the system of claim 33, wherein said 
Web site continues to store digital images that are uploaded for some period of time 
(col. 11, Iine20-col. 12, line 61). 

Regarding claim 43, Anderson discloses the system of claim 33, wherein said 
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Web site provides on-line access to the digital images (col. 4, lines 31-38). 

Regarding claim 44, Anderson discloses the system of claim 33, wherein said 
digital camera includes connectivity to a cellular phone, for uploading digital images 
(col. 4, lines 52-56 and col. 3, lines 40-45). 

Regarding claim 45, Anderson discloses the system of claim 33, wherein said 
digital camera include wireless communication capability (col. 4, lines 52-56 and col. 3, 
lines 40-45). 

Regarding claim 46, Anderson discloses the system of claim 33, wherein said 
transport mechanism comprises a wireless communication network (col. 4, lines 47-67). 

Regarding claim 47, Anderson discloses the system of claim 33, further 
comprising: a database (fig. 1, gateway server 18) at the Web site for maintaining the 
uploaded digital images along with an associated unique device ID for the images (fig. 1 
and description). 

Regarding claim 48, Anderson discloses the system of claim 33, further 
comprising: a module allowing a user to specify a user name and password for the user 
account that has been pre-provisioned (col. 2, lines 48-49). 
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Regarding claim 49, Anderson discloses the system of claim 33, wherein online 
access to the digital images is predicated upon user input of a valid user name and 
password (col. 1 1 , lines 20-27). 

Regarding claim 54, Anderson discloses an apparatus for automating activation 
of a user account associated with a user-operated device (col. 3, lines 25-47), the 
method comprising: 

a Web site (fig. 1 , website 22) to host user data transferred by the user-operated 
device (col. 3, lines 25-49); 

a transport mechanism (described as "the camera 14 could be provided with 
built-in cellphone-like wireless communication... for Internet connectivity", see col. 4, 
lines 52-56) to enable uploading of the user data from the user-operated device to a 
user account (fig. 1 , user account 40) at the Web site (described as "when the cameras 
14 connect to the Internet, the cameras 14 automatically upload their images to the 
photo-sharing website of the corresponding entity", see col. 3, lines 32-49), the user 
account being pre-provisioned for the user-operated device (col. 3, line 50-col. 4, line 
30); 

a module for automatically associating the user data uploaded to the Web site 
(col. 3, lines 40-49) with the pre-provisioned user account based on a unique device ID 
of the transport mechanism ("the camera 14 could be provided with built-in cellphone- 
like wireless communication... for Internet connectivity" (see col. 4, lines 52-56). 
Consequently, the camera and cell phone wireless communication part are integrated 
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into one device thus having one unique ID information), and thereafter providing on-line 
access to the user data (col. 4, lines 31-45), such that the user need not manually 
establish the user account at the Web site (col. 3, lines 32-49); 

an identification module to determine if the data transferred by the user-operated 
device is from a valid type of user-operated device (col. 10, lines 30-36, for more details 
see cols. 10-12); and 

a buffer to temporarily store the user data prior to determining the user account 
associated with the unique device ID (col. 1 1 , lines 20-67, for more details see cols. 11- 
12). 

Regarding claim 55, Anderson discloses the apparatus of claim 54, wherein the 
user-operated device is selected from among the following: a digital camera, a cellular 
telephone, a cellular telephone periodically coupled to a digital camera, and a cellular 
telephone including a digital camera (col. 4, lines 47-67). 

Regarding claim 56, Anderson discloses the apparatus of claim 54, wherein the 
transport mechanism has a unique device ID ("the camera 14 could be provided with 
built-in cellphone-like wireless communication... for Internet connectivity" (see col. 4, 
lines 52-56). Consequently, the camera and cell phone wireless communication part are 
integrated into one device thus having one unique ID information) that is used for 
associating the user-operated device with the user account that has been pre- 
provisioned for the user data (fig. 1 and its description). 



Application/Control Number: 09/839,972 
Art Unit: 2617 



Page 1 1 



Regarding claim 57, Anderson discloses the apparatus of claim 54, further 
comprising: a provisioning information module ("the camera with software", col. 4, lines 
9-30, also see fig. 3 and its description) to generate a unique device ID ("create entity- 
specific cameras 14", col. 3, lines 40-49) that is used by an accounting management 
module (OS 70, see fig. 3 and its description) for associating the user-operated device 
with the user account (fig. 1 and its description). 

Regarding claim 59, Anderson discloses the apparatus of claim 54, further 
comprising: a database (fig. 1 , gateway server 18) at the Web site for maintaining the 
uploaded user data along with an associated unique device ID for the images (fig. 1 and 
description). 

Regarding claim 60, Anderson discloses the apparatus of claim 54, further 
comprising: a security module to allow a user to specify a user name and password for 
the user account that has been pre-provisioned (col. 2, lines 35-58). 

Regarding claim 61, Anderson discloses a system (fig. 1) to enable automatic 
provisioning of a new user account ("a first time connection", see col. 2, lines 35-54) 
comprising: 

a receiving logic to receive data from a peripheral device (described as "the 
camera 14 could be provided with built-in cellphone-like wireless communication... for 
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Internet connectivity", see col. 4, lines 52-56), coupled to a digital camera ("digital 
camera 14", col. 3 lines 27-30), having a unique device ID ("the camera 14 could be 
provided with built-in cellphone-like wireless communication... for Internet connectivity" 
(see col. 4, lines 52-56). Consequently, the camera and cell phone wireless 
communication part are integrated into one device thus having one unique ID 
information), the data destined for storage on a repository on the system (fig. 1 and its 
description); 

an account management module (OS 70, see fig. 3 and its description) to 
automatically establish a user account ("create entity-specific cameras 14", col. 3, lines 
40-49), including creating a user identifier (ID) based, at least in part, on said unique 
device ID assigned to the peripheral deivce (fig. 1 and description); 

a media gateway (fig. 1 , gateway 18) to associate the data with said user ID (col. 
4, lines 25-30; also see fig. 1 and its description), wherein the media gateway includes a 
buffer to temporarily store the data prior to establishing the user account associated 
with the unique device ID (col. 4, lines 24-45; col. 9, lines 60-67; col. 11, lines 20-67, for 
more details see cols. 11-12); 

such that an account (fig. 1 , user account 40) is automatically created for the 
owner of the peripheral device (col. 3, lines 50-col. 4; see fig. 1 and description), without 
requiring the user to first set up a user account (fig. 1 and its description), or requiring 
any additional information to be stored on the peripheral device (see col. 2, lines 35-58; 
for more details see cols. 3-5); and 
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a module allowing a user to specify a user name and password for the user 
account that has been automatically established, when online access to the data is 
predicated upon user input of the user specified user name and password (col. 10, lines 
15-28, for more details see cols. 10-12). 

Regarding claim 62, Anderson discloses the system of claim 54, further 
comprising: the media gateway (fig. 1, gateway 18) to query the peripheral device for 
the unique device ID in response to receiving the data (col. 4, lines 25-30; also see fig. 
1 and its description). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 63-71 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Anderson in view of Yeh (US-6, 993,497; previously cited). 

Regarding claim 63, Anderson discloses a method (fig. 1 and its description) 
facilitating uploading of user data from a user-operated device (digital camera 14, see 
fig. 3 and its description), the method comprising: 
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receiving a transfer request (described as "when the cameras 14 connect to the 
Internet, the cameras 14 automatically upload their images to the photo-sharing website 
of the corresponding entity", see col. 3, lines 32-49) from a cellular phone (described as 
"the camera 14 could be provided with built-in cellphone-like wireless communication... 
for Internet connectivity", see col. 4, lines 52-56) having a unique device ID 
(Consequently, the camera and cell phone wireless communication part are integrated 
into one device thus having one unique ID information), to transfer data to a Web site 
(fig. 1 , website 22) from the user-operated device (col. 3, lines 40-49); 

determining if there is a user account associated with the unique device ID (col. 
1 1 , lines 20-60), and if so, associating the user data with the user account (col. 7, lines 
13-20); and * 

if there is no user account ("none are found", see col. 2, lines 35-54) associated 
with the unique device ID, establishing a user account automatically at the particular 
Web site, including creating a user identifier (ID) based, at least in pad, on said unique 
device ID (col. 2, lines 35-50). 

Anderson further discloses that "The server then sends user account information 
to the device, including an account ID and password. The user account information is 
then stored on electronic device for use the next time the electronic device accesses the 
website, whereby the user does not have to enter account information in order to 
establish the ISP connection or the website account before accessing the public 
network" (col. 2, lines 58-54). But, Anderson does not particularly disclose upon a first 
user request for data from the website, receiving the entry of a user defined login and 
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password for providing access to data on the website, and associating the user defined 
login and password with the user account. However, Yeh teaches upon a first user 
request for data from the website, receiving the entry of a user defined login and 
password for providing access to data on the website, and associating the user defined 
login and password with the user account (col. 5, line 55-col. 6, line 4); therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify the system of Anderson as taught by Yeh. for purpose of allowing only 
authorized user to access the user account. 

Regarding claim 64, Anderson and Yeh disclose the method of claim 63. 
Anderson further discloses wherein the user-operated device is selected from among 
the following: a digital camera, a cellular telephone, a cellular telephone periodically 
coupled to a digital camera, and a cellular telephone including a digital camera (col. 4, 
lines 47-67). 

Regarding claim 65, Anderson and Yeh disclose the method of claim 63. 
Anderson further discloses wherein establishing the user account occurs upon receiving 
a first transfer request from the user-operated device ("a first time connection", see col. 
2, lines 35-54). 



Application/Control Number: 09/839,972 Page 16 

Art Unit: 2617 

Regarding claim 66, Anderson and Yeh disclose the method of claim 63! 
Anderson further discloses wherein establishing the user account occurs prior to first 
operation of the user-operated device ("none are found", see col. 2, lines 35-54). 

Regarding claim 67, Anderson and Yeh disclose the method of claim 63. 
Anderson further discloses wherein said user account is established using provisioning 
procedure to associate the user account with a unique device ID assigned to at least 
one of the user-operated device and the cellular phone (col. 4, lines 9-46; also see fig. 1 
and its description). 

Regarding claim 68, Anderson and Yeh disclose the method of claim 63. 
Anderson further discloses determining whether at least one of the user-operated 
device or the cellular phone is an authorized device prior to storing the images on the 
Web site (col. 4, lines 9-46; also see fig. 1 and its description). 

Regarding claim 69, Anderson and Yeh disclose the method of claim 63. 
Anderson further discloses temporarily saving the user data in a buffered storage 
module until the user data is determined to be associated with a particular user account 
(col. 1 1 , lines 56-67; for more details see cols. 1 1-13). 

Regarding claim 70, Anderson and Yeh disclose the method of claim 69. 
Anderson further discloses wherein said content temporarily saved in the buffered 
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image storage module is transferred to an image storage-by-account module in an 
image repository after the content is determined to be associated with a particular user 
account (see cols. 11-13). 

Regarding claim 71 , Anderson and Yeh disclose the method of claim 63. 
Anderson further discloses having a user account ticket, generated, at least in part, from 
the device ID ("your camera serial number is 38147" col. 11, lines 51-55), the user 
account ticket used for initially establishing the user account (see cols. 11-13). 

Conclusion 
5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. 

Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Huy Q Phan whose telephone number is 571-272-7924. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8AM-6PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, George Eng can be reached on 571-272-7495. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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